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D ’ Ne a li an Han dw r i ti n g?

- Field Trip - Sept. 30th Extended PE at Rec. Center
- Field Trip - Oct. 11th - Colonial
Days at Alamance Battleground
- MEMORY - Last - K - Ecc. 9:10
- 1 - Ps. 145:9
- 2/3 - Prov.15:33
- This - K - Prov. 10:19
- 1 - John 1:12
- 2/3 - Col. 3:1, 2
- Next - K /1 - REVIEW
- 2/3 - James 1:7

The students learn proper letter
formation using shaving cream!

- OTHER SONGS and MEMORY - Nouns Chant
- Sentence Chant
- Lat. 1st Declension Noun (3)
- Lat. 1st Conjugation Verb (3)
- B.C. history Fact Song (k/1)
- Greece and Rome Song (2/3)
PRAYER

•

Students - Pray that we
would abundantly serve
the needs of every child.

•

Enrollment - We are
beginning enrollment for
the new year. Pray for
God’s
direction
and
blessing!

•

Plans for
growth.

our

future

You may have noticed something different about
your child’s handwriting. The letters we teach are
probably not the kind of manuscript you may
have learned as a child. In the 1920’s (at the
height of the Progressive Movement in
education) a new form of handwriting was
developed. The ball and stick form of writing
manuscript was intended to make writing easier
for children. That form was marketed across the
country along with readers that used the same
print. It seemed like a good idea. Unfortunately,
it had some unintended consequences. Making
the switch to cursive became increasingly difficult
for children, and we began to see an increase in
problems with reversals. In 1978, a primary
school teacher developed a different way to
teach penmanship that harkened back to an
earlier day. The letters he had the children use
were formed with continuous strokes and lifted
the pencil off the pages far less. He found that
this style of letter formation helped his students
tremendously. We believe this method will pay
dividends in the future when the students quickly
make the switch to cursive and feel comfortable
writing. Despite the increase in technology we

believe that legible handwriting is still a necessary
academic skill. We hope that using the D’Nealian
letters will help our students as one component of
our writing and composition instruction. For more
information and practice pages, follow the links
provided on page four of this newsletter.
Peace and Grace.
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F ro m
Mr . J o h n s t o n
2nd / 3rd Grade &
History and Science
Language Arts:
• 2nd - strengthening fluency and
comprehension, discussed spelling
rules for consonant digraphs and
reviewed long vowels with silent e,
ending k sounds (spelling rule),
ending v sounds (spelling rule);
grammar class practiced adjectives
and adverbs to nouns and verbs
•

3rd - Black Ships Before Troy finished chapter 12

Math:
• 2nd - calendar, adding 2 facts,
graphs,
patterns,
fractions,
dividing squares, reading a
thermometer, and rounding to the
nearest ten.
•

3rd - Counting by
graphing, quick facts
computation of 3
fractions.
Added
component - drawing
a compass.

6, 7, 8, 9,
and mental
digit sums,
geometry
a circle with

B u l l e t in

K/1st History: We discussed the fall of
Israel into slavery and the sending of
Moses to deliver them. 1st grade
began working on a map that traces
the growth of the United States from
coast to coast.

Dress Code
Re m i n d e r s

2nd/3rd History:
This week we
discussed the division of Israel into two
kingdoms.
K/1st Science: Our younger scholars
continued applying their scientific skills
to trees. This week we looked at the
rings in a tree and talked about forest
growth.
2nd/3rd Science: Our first unit this
year is a study of LIGHT and the human
eye. We continue to work on this
unit’s SOUND OFF!

We have been very pleased with the
children’s uniform.
As the
temperatures cool down I trust they
will feel more comfortable. There are
a few reminders I would like to point
out to keep them looking their best:
•

Our handbook indicates that
students should remain in
uniform while on school property.
Of course if your family is
involved in an activity after
school, feel free to do that before
you leave.
Running the trail
would also be considered a
legitimate exception.

•

This note goes especially to dads.
Some of the boys still need a little
practice getting their shirts tucked
in when it comes out while
playing. It is a good time of
bonding giving your son
instructions in manly practices.

•

Please be reminded that
accessories should match the
school uniform. This includes
belts, socks, and hair bows.
Thanks!

•

Recently there was a note in the
Mebane Enterprise concerning
the job fair for the Tanger outlets.
In the article, it reminded people
to not wear shorts and flip flops. I
think it is a sad commentary that
we would even need that
reminder. It does, however, say
that how we look can send a
message to employers, partners,
etc. Let us strive to teach our
children both good decorum and
dress that will give them every
advantage.

2nd Latin: We learned a few more
vocabulary words this week and
continue to sing songs to cement our
vocabulary. Don’t forget to make use
of the CD we sent home. We’re up to
track 8.
3rd Grade Latin: We are practicing our
verbs endings and are learning lots of
new vocabulary.
We continued
studying feminine nouns this week.
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B r a d f o r d

F ro m
Mrs. Og le
K/1st & Specials
K Reading: Reviewed the letters A, B,
M, and P. The students also learned
the
letter
T
this
week.
Students are continuing to practice
letter formation and sounds.
K Math: Students identified numbers
between two numbers, divided a solid
in half, graphed a picture on a
pictograph, and counted from 0 to 23
using their Math wrap-up.

B u l l e t in

P . E . at t h e R E C . C e n t e r
9:00a.m. - 11:30a.m.

Thursday, Sept 30th

We have permission to use the fields at the Mebane Arts and Recreation Center
next week, Thursday, Sept 30th. We will walk there and back, so a few
chaperones would be welcome! Please email Mr. Johnston if you are interested
in joining us.
The Kindergarten class will play various games and practice skills. First through
third will play soccer. All the students should have a water bottle and a snack for
break. I would like to have all the 1st through 3rd graders to play with cleats and
shin guards. If your child doesn’t own a set, please let me know and I’ll try to
locate ones for you. Students should wear athletic shorts, a Bradford golf shirt,
and athletic shoes. We will have a couple challenge games in which we will play
by houses as follows: Leiden/Plymouth (black golf shirts) vs. Austerfield/Scrooby
(white golf shirts). If the weather does not cooperate we will reschedule.

SnapGrades
To keep you informed!

1st Reading: We continued to work on
S blends this week ( sc, sk, sm,sn, sp, st,
sw, squ, str, spr, spl, shr).
1st Math: Students divided a shape in
half, identified fractional parts as closer
to whole or 1/2, and divided a square
in half two ways. They also added
doubles plus one to their Math facts.
Language Arts: We continued to work
on common and proper nouns this
week. The students also learned how
to write their address and some names
of family members.
Art (K/1st) : The students used
elements from the dot, circle, and line
families to complete their bird picture.
Art (2nd/3rd): Students learned about
Leonardo Da Vinci this week.
Music:

(K/1st):

We continued the

story, "The Magic Flute".
Music (2nd/3rd):
This week, the
students learned about beat and had
some practice picking out the beat in
some songs.
P. E. (K/1st): Students continued to
practice leaping, running, and walking.
P. E. (2nd/3rd): This week the students
learned the in-step kick and inside-foot
trap. They also practiced the soccer
skills they have been learning.

D o n ’ t f o rg e t . . .

Bradford Academy uses an on-line
gradebook called SNAPGRADES.
Each family has a secure login that
allows you to look at your child’s
grades in real time and get automatic
email updates.
If you have never logged in, you
should find a letter in this week’s RED
FOLDER containing the website
access, username, and password. If
you have any questions, feel free to
send an email!
For K through 2nd, we use a
qualitative grading scale as follows:

4 - Advanced (above grade level)
3 - Proficient (at grade level)
2 - Developing
1 - Beginning
3rd grade uses a standard 10 point
scale with plus and minus letter
grades.
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I n f o r m at i o n
&
Helps for
Handwriting
(Continued from the front)

1. Information from the official
D’Nealian website.
http://www.dnealian.com/
2. Information from another school that
uses D’Nealian. This is an excellent
argument in favor of this method.
http://www.henry.k12.ga.us/pges/
ingram/Information/
D'NealianHandwritingExplanation.html

B u l l e t in

Pencil
Grip
The way your child grips the pencil is
important.
Because penmanship
depends so much on fine motor skills,
we want to develop good habits early.
Please monitor that as your young
scholar does homework. If you find
that the thumb is crossing over the
pencil and fingers, we recommend the
use of a gripper that can be purchased
here:
pencil grippers (pack)
pencil gripper (1)

Jack’s reading corner.

S n ac k
Re m i n d e r

3. Various worksheets and practice
pages:
http://www.first-school.ws/theme/
alphabetp12a.htm
http://
www.handwritingworksheets.com/
denelian-1/make-d.htm

Each morning the students eat a snack
sometime between 9:30 and 10:15.
This break is considered a working
break since their recess time is shortly
after. Usually the students eat their
snack while they are reading or
working on an assignment. For this
reason we would like to encourage
you to not send snacks that require a
spoon or are excessively drippy.
Additionally, one item is usually
sufficient. Thanks!

“Education is the nurture and
development of the whole man
for his proper end.”
R.L. Dabney, Discussions, vol.3, pg.277

The grippers can also be found at Sea of
Learning in Durham. A Sea of Learning

